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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 


A.G.B 


DIVISION OF BOTANY, 
Washington, D. C. 


January SO, 1899 


Mr. J. Franklin Collins 


126 East Avenue 


Providence, Rhode Island 


My Dear Sir:— 

I am much obliged to you for your interesting note of 
January 15, concerning the use of the name markry for Rhus radicans in 
the Kennebec valley Maine*. 

I am somewhat at a loss to explain the derivation of the word. 
Are you of the opinion that it is a corruption of the word mercury, 
and that it is given to the plant because of the trailing habit, which 
it often assumes? 


Respectfully 



Assistant 



























































Dorchester jjtass. Oct.1;1899. 

Dear Mr. Collins: - 

I left you so abruptly that I think, 
now that I have got home again,! ought to- apologize a yij-t-e 
for my hasty exit & give you a little account of my wanderings 
since X left yon. I found my ’’Rhode Island” column so we 1 
filled in,from J-our & irof • Bailey ’ s Herbaria & Xj.oiu my 
tiaJ examination of the College one,that I thought X had bet- 
terdevote the rest of my limited time to Conn. I first tried 
rlaw Haven,but found everyone out of town, including Dr, & vans 
whom I know,&I could not even get at the Herbarium. Icou .d 
think of nothing else to do except to go on tq. Bridgeport, 
tho’I had not heard from Dr.Eames in answer to my -ether., 

I reached B. about 4 1.M.& found my way to Dr.fames’house. 

X found he had not received my letter at ail,I Know not why! 
He greetea me cordially,& I spent that & the following even¬ 
ing on the Leguminosae in his Herb.getting a very good rep¬ 
resentation of the Conn.plants. On Wednesday we took our 
lunch & spent the day in the fie d & I fi led my box with 
much that was desirable or new to me. I may mention Cimicif- 
uga,Triosteum angustifolium,Angelica hirsute & So, iaago rig* 
iaa among others. A puzz © in his Herb.is an Amphicarpaea, 
which seems to be A.Pitcheri & which is like specimens col¬ 
lected here,which Dr.Robinson has seen & I believe cals 
Pitcheri! X shall learn more about it & hope to get fruit¬ 
ing specimens from Eames. 

Thursday X took the noon train to H.l»,with my wife £ 
daughter &we spent a week in the country on Long Is, ana, 
where,of course,! did a lot more collecting,getting such 
things as Rotala,ScizpuS debit is, Ipomaea coccinea & Ec ipta 
a ba(beyond its aefined range,but evident y indigenous) A 




(strange y oat of He pJ aceHen epiae Ja.eeii-a p ant of tt . detent 

prairresl Bat it *as growing near a nursery * U eviaonf 
escape. * 1S e Y*dent y an 

next^ldS-^ff 1 Sie > J0 ’ J ^ ?r ° f ‘ at «.U«g 

next Fnaa^;& if you have found that Coronin* * * g 

bringing it, I should be glad to see it i "7* n ° c mina 
f o 1 lb wing in the College Herbarium from r'i^iT ° f ^ 

pai- P !t at **' D ‘ ha, “ lf *' s “’ D - Etric ‘™: L ath”rus 

li.-Tiolac.Xt ‘ angustifolia 

tetrasperma? L " ' ROllinia «"?"*« Viola 

* ^ur . r:r* Mch 1 aw not 

one as X did „„ t Ioot al ^ J be “ CoU W 

pose too much onyour time & kindness t h . ri ®° lm ’ 

Visit with you & R • , ■ 1 h ' a a most delightful 

you againfor it all. ' & h to taank 

YOurs sincerely- 

tzb L 


»: 


’• ■** 




cHOFfcHiLL $ cHUrcHiLL, 

attorneys aNd counsellors at law, 
412 SEARS BUILDING, 


Joseph R. cHUrcHiLL, 
joHN M. b. oHUroHiLL, 

EXAMINING COUNSEL OF 

CONVEYANCERS TITLE INSURANCE CO. 


bostoNj. S ept 6,29oo 189 


Dear Collins,- 


I do not care much about the rubber cloth* If it 
is not too bulky, fetch it up with you at some Club meeting. 

I would like very much to have a set of the photos which you took 
in the camp, later on, notmountsd,-- upon the condition that you 
permit me to pay the expense" of developTn^7 _ ~st<^ _ 

I am glad to hear from you, and hope you had a pleasant trip 
to Port Pent, etc* I saw Williams and had some account of it from 

him* 

I spent a week at Williams town since I came back* That is all 
the botanizing I have had. . 


Yours truly, 
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February 84, 1908. 


Dear Judge Churchill: 

fhanh you vor; nucr for the two prints, 
fhey cr.me out bettor than I expected, considering the ; oor light 
©,nd the random f .. 

v.'Cre dene* re thin. It is very mrd at tiros to Juuye j.io lints, 
I Trill try end 'exaentber to m yon at t -• s j Dint on G.*.ub rceiiing 
xiight. Also about thf Mud of payer lined and the grade of t c cane 
fwhethr-r urmfaM -red for contrasty effects or for soft effects). 

is ■ * 

instance, them 2 d. ft be core detail in the u x per surface of the 
leaf cod in the cal;-: of irons, as well as in the label of 
On op or a on, if exposure, paper, etc,,had tees jro vr '.at they ow at 

to ' ' 

causes of there defects. 

;>T hind regards to : rr . Chure" ill and your daughter. 


7rry truly yours. 








HERBARIUM OF J. R. CHURCHILL 


NO. 32 PERCIVAL STREET, DORCHESTER, MASS. 
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91 MT. VERNON STREET, 

BOSTON, MASS. 

Nov. 8th, 1905. 

Since yon have an Herbarium,perhaps you will like,and can 
manage a nice big piece of the "cordifolium." It was rather a trial t 
to me to break it up into scraps to distribute--even though my "scraps” 
were a fair size,and finely fruiting. And I savO«ome larger sheets,wh- 
which of course can be broken up,if desired, only they catch each other 
heads,and pull them off so viciously. If a way could/be invented to 
hinder that with wry urns .Mniums and curved-nesk Hypnums, it rouldjoe a 
real boor*: I could almost make a whole necklace of the Bryurn argenteums 
that hook onto each other, 

Hxcuse rather a hasty note. 

/ 

The Hypnum cordifolium grew in a large tussock, in the mud of a 
sort of dried up ditch or brook, in the woods of the Gloucester Bog, 
Cape Ann; (between Magnolia and Gloucester) and were gathered 


July 21st, 1905 




91 MT. VERNON STREET, 
BOSTON, MASS. 


November 28th, 1905. 


My hear Prof. Collins, 

(Or Dr.?) Thaik you for offer of 
contributions to my Herbarium, but lack of space long ago made me 
decide to reduce, rather than enlarge it— my reduction did not amount 
to much, since I must keep all the Cryptogams, all trees and shrubs -tha. 
-HTTrd, and th-e Apetalae of all kinds-all the Glumaceae,of course—I 
an especially fd>nd of Sedges,though not learned as to them; and all the 
rather difficult family like Cruciferae, Umbelliferae, and the large 
families, with a good many genera,like Rosaceae, and Ranuiaculaceae—and 
by the time I got* that far in my exceptions, £ decided that it was not o 
of much use to throw anything away, and my discarded sheets ,1 believe, 
only comprised one garden mignonette, and afew sheets where the plaits 
were injured by insects./ C at first tried to get along without poisoning 
f am so afraid of poisons, and hate bad smells— then £ used Corrosive 
sublimate, but though C adhered to Dr. Gray's rule 4a-4he £ found it 
much too strong— it effloresced, and made a white incrustat,ion,which I 
tried to wash off with pure alcohol—and afterwards it blackened the 
paper. 


So,although £ occasionally add a plant or two to my Herbarium , £ do 

not make a poirwt of it,except with mosses, sea-weeds, and sedges, also 

rushes and grases, .) X do not possess that faculty to know how far $ 

the plant in hand may vary from the description^ of a species,and yet 

be that species— and what variations,^ i.e. what kind, are counSf or 
most in hindering it from belonging to a species—Color and size are of 

leist laportaMH - r M. 
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91 MT. VERNON STREET, 

BOSTON, MASS. 

N o vembe r 15th, 1 9 o f >. 

■•i-. • 5 ( v 

V \ 


I'y hear Prof. Collins, 

1 am very glarl indeed, that the officers 
are so good as to serve another year—please register my vote for all 
of them. It confuses my min d to have changes in the personal of the 
officers. 


1 have some Polytrichums for you-- 1 put up several envelopes 
of them to send you, tro or three weeks ago,but wish to send all 
at once. (f do not know whether you care for any but commune?) r will 
try-to—trry. soon to seize a few hours more to put uo the rest of my 
dated-and-lacalitied gatherings of ‘ commune’^X was very sorry not to get 
to the Providence meeting of the Congress; r hope to be at the December 
meeting in New Xprk. 
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Tear hiss Clarke: 

This 

chum which ;;o” cent me 
irm^r pen istores ha 
o COTC ful r(5f yd did I 

tmhecitatinmly call th 
ever hare occasion to 
ITo. 154 


468 Hope treot, Providence, E, I. 

January 16, 1900. 

evening I Lave been esarnir.ir.p the Jrthotri- 
, The stomata are certainly superficial , 
o been mostly hroren away, and only after 
fine a simple rood cilium. 1 should 

,o riant 0. core idem Snlliv. If you should 

refer to the specimen amain it in rny 

Very truly yours. 
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New York, Hay 2 1898* .. . 1 89 


Dear Mr. Collins,- 

I have waited to hear from Binghamton, before answering your 
postal of some time ago, in reference to the fern Bulletin. 


I would now say that^the contents of the journal have always been de¬ 
voted to ferns but such has been the demand for the bach issues that we 


have been sold out long ago, and some single numbers are selling for the 
present subscription price of the Bulletin and are hard to get at that pr 
price. The only bach volumes that we have on hand are two second-hand 
sets of vol. n V. which are offered for 60 cents each. ¥e can still 
Supply Vol. VI as far as issued and its cost is ^Ocexits for the volume. 
V01. V. and Vol. VI. will be sent for a dollar, if ordered before they 


are gone, 

I regret that I am unable to serve you better, and remain, 

Yours truly, 


% ‘p Ah' 

3 V 2 

o- H. A 

~L C 
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Dear Mr.Collins 


Thank you for th propmpt return of the list,and for the list of the species 


in the university collection . The names are largely those of the past,and the changes in 
nomenclature of algae have been full as frequent as in any other group of plants. 

Most of them I can make out so as to leave little doubt of what they are; but there 
are a few that I would like to see sometime, pf possible.Tery likely they are nothing new, 
but there is apossibility.The list is, 


Ectoearpus obtusangulus. 


allithamnion Rothii 


fi fasciculatus 
Pclysiphonia subtilissima 


Pclysiphonia subtilissims Cl adophora rupestris 

Ohylocladia subulatus 
Euthora cri stata, R. I . 


Dietniae 


Do you know what became of the collection on which was based Olney's Algae Bhodiaceae? 


Very Truly, 
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,^**r«!-rs ' ' - V • ^ ---'• 

'~yy\jl_. Ql-4/Is-Uj. , 'isL^-ist^ l>t- 62-^'t-c c_c_ ^ <^uisisLx^i, 22^ 
V ^LS2- wcsmp ^ LsUX^J^ia. <=*> ^ 
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Dear Mr* Col lias 

* 


Malden. Mass. IJov.G 1009, 

<* * ■% % ' * 


I have run over the 
and enclose a list shoving the best 
the f‘Q : are a - numb or that I hah had 
<JT» - ^ or r}m y k in! :i 

I an sorry I could do no nort! !m 4 
may have some interest for you. 

Did you want the bottle’ returned 
some form to represent the species 

Very '’ru l” 


spedincus you gave, ne Friday e 
I can do vrith then.As you will 
to giro up they aha either inna 
are in one' bottle, 
perhaps vhat I luvo succeeded 

7 

. I should Like to have specimen 
in ny collection. 


vc} ting 
see 
turn 

in do inf 

s in 
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T,111. Conferva bombycina Ag. 

116.Phormid.iun Coriuri ( Ag.) G-pnont. 

117»Draparnaldia glome rat a A^ 1 . 

118. Ulothrix subtilis Knota. 

119. Chaetophora pisifornis Ag. 

120. Chaetophora sp/ 

121.Uncertain,Sterile. 

122. Anabaena sp^Sterile, 

123. Mixture, 

124. Draparnaldia glonerata Ag. 

125. Mixture. 

126. Ulothrix sp. 

127. Mixture. 

128. TTlothrirx sonata Kuet 

129.Tolypothrix tenuis Kuetr. 

ISO.Mixture^mostly Diatoms. 

131,Draparnaldia glomei»ata Ag. 

132. Conferva bombycina^probably. 

133. Not determinable. 

134. Not determinable. 

135. Not determinable. 

136. Mixtudj% 

137. Possibly Ulothrix zonata* if 3o ; .affected by the soli.ition.Would 111 
to see fresh material or mounted on paper. 

13S.Draparnaldia glonerata Ag. 

139.Hot determinable. 



Malden^ Mas 3. 4 1 Io^.9 4 1899 


Dear Mr Collins 

% 


In the ease of green or red fresh water algae fomalin 
is the best'with the blue greens 4 I would like a little on paper or ciioa 
also.Among the green algae 4 Cladophoras should bo mounted on paper f as it 
is the habit and the dimensions that count ^ in this oase^not structure* 
Sorry the Arthrocladia turns out to bo not Newport but facts above all 
things. 


Very Truly 



1 
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Malden,Mass.,May 19,1905. 


Dear Mr*Collins, 


The family of the late Mr.Holden of Bridgeport,Conn.,have 


asked me to try to sell his botanical books for them;my plan is to issue 
a ms.list,to be sent to people that I think may be interested; I am fairly 
familiar with the books on algae,that make up the bulk of the lot;but there 
are others,among them a few on mosses,about which 1 know nothing. Can you 
give me an idea of a fair price for the following,and if any of them are worth 
so little as not to be worth putting in the list! 

Barnes,Artificial key to genera and species of mosses. 

E.G.Britton,Contributions to American Bryology,Nos.1,3,4 & 5. 

Austin,Musci Appalachian!,1#70. 

Evans,Hepaticae of the Harriman Expedition. 

Notes on N.A.species of Plagiochila. 

Revision of N.A.species of Frullania. 

Thailophytes of the Galapagos Islands. 

Lesquereux & James,Manual of Mosses,l£S4. 

My information you can give me on these,will be very acceptable. 


Very Truly, 






Malden,Mass.,May 25,1905 


Dear Mr.Collins, 

I am very much obliged to you for the trouble you have 
taken about the Holden books. I had made out a rough list before your 
letter came,but shall change a few of the figures. On one book I neglected 
to ask your judgement; Sul livant's leones Muscorum; In Weigel I find this 
priced at 14Q marks; I asked Femald in a note what they held it at at 
Cambridge,but his price was so much less than Weigel's,that it seems to 
me he must have meant the book without the supplement,or the supplement 
without the book. My plan with the list has been to put books of some 
importance about 20 per cent below Weigel's pricesjwhich would make this 
about 30.00,at which I set it. I may be wrong,however,in which case 
I can correct it better than if I put it too low at first. 

I enclose a copy of the list;of there is anything you want,or that 
that the University wants,I shall be glad to mark it off for you;I shall 
probably be able to send the books in about a week. The Austin paper I 
will have sent with the first books that go out;you shall have the first 
chance at it. Lesquereux & James I set at 4*00;if nobody wants it at that, 
your bid will have the next chance. 

It does not pay to print a catalogue of this kind,and it is quite a 
job to write copies;so when you are through with this,will you kindly 
return it. 

It is really returning evil for good,after what you have done, to ask 
anything more of youjbut I will venture it. The last of the older members 
of my family passed away last winter;my aunt, Mrs.Shipley;you may remember 
meeting her at Foxcroft,at the Jossetyn meeting. The family,in the earlier 
half of the last century,were all good baptists,and at the same time 
reading people;they accumulated quitfc a library of religious works,which 
now are of little or no actual value;still,such things have a use in the 






history of the times and of the denomination,and may be of interest to 
a library that deals specially with the subjects. It has occurred to me 
that possibly the library of Brown,in some sense a Baptist institution, 
might be willing to purchase,at a low price,of course,such books;would 
you be willing to speak to the proper authority,and see if there is any 
likelihood of such a thingi 

Among other things there is a set from 1839 to lS53>practically complete, 
in bound volumes,of the Religious weekly,The Christian Reflector,in the 
later years consolidated with the Christian Watchman as the Christian 
Watchman’and Reflector. I understand that the Newton Theological Semin¬ 
ary has a full set,or it would buy this. 

If there were a prospect of any trade,! would make out a rough list of 
the books in question;they date mostly between 1S20 and 1 S 60 . 

I hope I am not making myself an utter nuisancejif I ever have a chance 
to do you a favor of the sort,you can command me to any extent. 

Very Truly, 






/ \&u.. 'hn- C&4 c*L, 
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Malden.Mass. ,Jan.l6,1906. 


Prof.J.Prank1in Collins, 

Dear Mr.Collins, 

T have returned today,by mail,the book of algae 
from Rhode Island. . I have marked the names against the specimens, 
except in a few cases,where determination was impracticable. It is quite a 
representative collection from the locality,well prepared and well preserved. 

Just one specimen,however,I was quite glad to s^. Cladophora rupestris 
was reported from R.I.by Olney and by Rennet,but I have never been able 
to find a specimen. It is here,though,sure enough. 

I am much obliged for the chance of clearing up this rib ubtful matter. 

Very Truly, 
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Malden,Mass.,March 22,1907 


Dear Mt, Collins, 


I have a paper on the diatoms of Connecticut,by Mr.W.A. 


Terry of Bristol,Conn.; Mr Terry is a quite old gentleman,who has been 
observing and collecting diatoms,and algae of other kinds,for a good many 
years; I think he has not much familiarity with the systematic and literary 
part of the subject,buthe has been a keen observer,and has found many things 
new to this country,some of which were new species,and were described and 
figured in European publications. This paper is a sort of summing up of 
his work,with localities for the rarer species. It is just that knowledge 
that dies with a man unless he geE 7 s it in print. 

The paper was submitted to Prof.Evans of Yale,who returned it with rather 
discouraging comments,some of which showed,to me,that he had not read it 
carefully. It is not in really good shape,but I think could be easily so 
arranged. I have told Mr.Terry that I would see if anything could be done 
with it. 

Now I have an idea that there is some Providence member of the Club, 
probably one that never comes to the meetings,that is interested in diatoms; 
if so,and I could either write to him or see him,I might get a better idea 
of what could be done, I have an idea that the nomenclature of the paper 
is rather obsolete,and am not myself capable of revising it. Can you give 
me any help ?. 

Do you know where there is a set of the periodical,Le Diatomiste ? 


Very Truly 
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Malden,Mass.,Oct.£,1907 


Dear Mr.Collins, 

I examined the three bottles last night. The Mesocarpus 
is just conjugating,but nothing can be done about the species without 
ripe or nearly ripe spores;if you can presuade it to keep on,we can prob¬ 
ably determine it. The Spirogvra shows no signs of fruit,and also must 
go unnamed. The third bottle is quite interesting. It is a Stigeo- 
clonium,of course,but I cannot make it agree with any species in Hazen's 
monograph. Of course it may be an autumn condition of some known species, 
but I do not think this likely;! think I shall send yourbottle to 
Hazen for his judgement. Did you get a set of this? 

Last Sunday I went over y-ur Gaspe algae,and I think I know them as 
well as I ever shall. If it is any more convenient to you,I can return 
them at once,instead of waiting till next month. 

Very Truly, 

( f^ry ( ^Uc jd. ■ 



Providence, P. I,, 


9 Oct.'ne 


Pear Collins;- 

Yours o 4 * the °th is at Yard, T will 
keen a little watch of* the T'esocarrue and T can catch it in 
good fruit you shall have so^e. T was well aw^re-of course, 
that most of the Caen# A 1aae were not in the rro^er condition 
for the "best work, as T collected only w v en the snirit moved 
me, that is , when T seemed, to hav© a lit 4- !© time whe^ rhotogranhs 
or Fryorhvtes did not need much or any attention. 

T am quite sure that T should have no time to overhaul 
and arrange the A 1 gae within a month it* thev should he returned 
immediately so there is reallv no veed o 4 * ^olng so unless you 
wish to get them out of your way 


v erv truly, 



Providence, P.. T,, 


Oct. IP, 1907, 


Dear Collins; 

t have been out to Spring Preen, in the town of 
Warwick, this afternoon. nimong the things obtained was a 
Spirogyra which, upon first glance with the low power of the 
microscope, loobed as if it had Ecne of the chroroatophores on 
the outside of the filament. Upon closer inspection however 

T saw there was something on the outside of the filament winch 
suggested a green parasite with a long transparent hair extending 
out from each cell. T am sending you a small vial of it, Ts 
it anything in your line? T have a fair quantity of it and 
could probably get more if T bnew soon that it was desired, 
vou will also probably find a little Zvgnema and some Diatom^s 
in the vial. 

Very truly, 
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468 Hope street, 

;rovidenee, K. I, 

Jan. 4, 1908. 


Dear Collins: 


I have Just been loo" inr over the Gaspe alp-ae 


whic % you hand el to me last eveninr. You have named more 
of them than I expected you to. I ho^ e you have kept 


specimens of all that you muted, as I told you to when I 
turned them over to you. If you rill send me a list of the 
iiir born of those that you kept specimens of I will write out 
full labels and forv/ard the same to you. 

rhan’: you ever so much for tnbirp the trouble that you have 
with them. 


Cordially yours, 



■ 








- ; car Collins: 


Sept, 6, 1908 


After sending word by various sources I have at last 
obtained fro , the publishers of Khodora some reprints of my article 
in tne April issue. I found the package awaiting „re n on my return 
uone :ridaj. bpon opening the package I find not only my own re¬ 
prints but also some (£00?) of yours from the same issue on Gedo- 

fLpLhirli_ .until . X assume that these have boon sent me bp mistake, 

..hat shall 1 do with them? I suppose that you would like to vet 
them before Get. 2. I expect to go off to haine for a week or 10 
days on . g due so. ay or hursday of ti is woe ', so if I do not hear from 
you in regard to them before I go I will assume that you are in no 
immediate hurry for them. 

na'/o been on tie jump’ all summer for the government, doing no 
collecting for myself. Have been in every state from Massachusetts 
to forth Carolina, stopping from a few hours to several days in a 
place. I conclude my work for the government tomorrow night. 
after which I am going to take a vacation in Haine. 

Yory cordially yours, 
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: laid-,eh,Mass . ,TJov . 6,1910 


Dear Mr .Collins , 

The desmid book of " r hioh I spake to youi® 14 ;- 
a monograph of the British Desnidiaceae & n.P.Tert. The first vol¬ 

ume T r f\.s issued is a publication bp the Ray Society of London in IPO'*;!-”'® 
volumes have been issued since,and more are to come. 

Miss Tilden 1 s book is 


Minnesot a, nig ie, v ol.I. Report of the -Survey,Botanic i.l series,VIII. 
Published bp authority of the Board Regents of the University for 
People of Minnesota,Apr.,1910. 

Very truly, 
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468 &ope Street, 
Providence, E.I. 

2 Dec. 1911, 

Bear Collins:- 




The following is all that I can pet on track of i n 


connection with the Wilkes expedition. 

The Brown University copy is a single volume containing 
numbered pages 116 to 514, with the probability that three preced¬ 
ing unnumbered rages should be 113, 114, and 115, me volume is 
a quarto (10 x 13 inches), apparently in the original cover- 
board sides covered with paper and a kind of red cloth or leatherette 
back. As far as page 203 (and also including the blank unnum¬ 

bered page 204) are cryptogams and the rest phanerogams. 

The plates are folded and bound with the text (in the oac oi the 
volume). Algae plates are numbered I to IX.; lichens, I and XI; 

Fungi, one unnumbered plate; Botany (i.e. 'barer ogams i .I oo £711. 

I can find no record of any 4to edition of the Musci, nor 
can I find any separated of the algae or cryptogams. 

My own copy of the tlusci is a foxdo (22 x 15 inches ), 
pages 1 to 32, plates 1 to 26, apparently not In the original 
cover (though it rnay be) and obtained in Feb. , 1911, from the 
sale of Win. Mitten's library by his daughter. 

These two volumes are the only ones I know anything about. 

The state library is at the State House, Providence, *-• * * 

Cordially, 



Malden,Mass.,June 10,1Q12 


Dear Mr .Collins, 


I hoped to meet you at the Club Friday night,and thank 
you for the tree book,and the other paper you sent me,but you were 
not there;I think it is the best key by far,yet issued. 

I had the time of my life at Bermuda; at m 3 7 age it isnt often that 
a man can say of any two weeks,that they had the most things satisfact¬ 
ory,and the fewest things that one would wish different,of any gwo 
weeks in his lifejbut that Kwn the Case at Bermuda 

I collected a great amount. o p algae,which T have in formalin,to study 
as I can;I am putting in all my spare time now,and binding many inter¬ 
esting things. I think I have x few mosses,but am not, sure;if I come 
across them,I win send them to you,if you care *or them. I sent a 
few scraps of Hepaticae to Evans,and I think he ^ound six species among 
them. 


Very truly. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

DIVISION OF BOTANY. 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


July 21,1893: 


Mr. J. Frank Collins, 

106 East Qve ., 

Providence, R.I. 

Dear Sir: 

Your letter of June 18, enclosing a list of your du¬ 
plicates was duly received and the list has been checked to indi¬ 
cate those plants of which we desire first class specimens for the 
National Herbarium. Most of the plants are common ones which we 
have not represented from your region. 

Yours very sincerely, 

(V. 

* t 

Botanist. 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 


DIVISION OF BOTANY. 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 


August 8, 1893. 


Mr. J. Franklin Collins, 

106 East Ave. Providence, R. I. 

Dear Sir: 

In reply to your letter of August 5th I send you herewith 
four franks which may be used in transporting specimens by 
mail free of charge to this Department, 

Yours very truly, 



Botanist 



United States Department of Agriculture, 

DIVISION OF BOTANY. 

Washington, D. C., January 21, 1896. 

Dear Sir: 

In compliance with a general order of the Secretary of Agri¬ 
culture dated January 10, 1896, the regular mailing list of the 
Division of Botany will be restricted hereafter to educational 
institutions, agricultural experiment stations, libraries, news¬ 
papers, foreign exchanges, and persons cooperating in the work 
of the division. Provision having already been made for all but 
the last of these groups, you are requested to fill out and re¬ 
turn the accompanying circular. By doing this you will indicate 
whether your name should be retained on our regular list. 

Respectfully, 

FREDERICK V. COVILLE, 

Botanist. 



M 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 

DIVISION OF BOTANY, 

Washington, d. c. May 4th, 1896, 


Mr. J. Franklin Collins, 

126 East Avenue, Providence, R. I. 
Dear Sir: 


Replying to your postal card of April 26th, I have to say 
that we have in the National Herbarium no specimens of Tasione 
montana from the United States and I shall be very glad indeed to 
receive one of your specimens. A frank for sending the package 

4 

is enclosed herewith. 


Very sincerely yours, 





l/ot ani st. 







M 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 

DIVISION OF BOTANY, 

Washington, d. c. May 11th, 1896. 


Mr. J. Franklin Collins, 

126 East Avenue, providence, R. I. 

Dear Sir: 

I beg you to accept my sincere thanks for the excellent 
specimen of Jasione montana recently received from you. Mrs. Brit¬ 
ton has told me that you are much interested in mosses and I 
shall take pleasure in sending you some of our duplicates when 
they are available for distribution.- 

Very sincerely yours. 


Botani st 




M 


U, S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 

DIVISION OF BOTANY, 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


March 27th, 1897. 


Mr. J. Franklin Collins, 

126 East Avenue, Providence, R.I. 
Dear Sir: 


I return herewith,checked,your list 
received with your letter of March 21st. We 
as many of these plants as possible. 

Very sincerely yours 

" ’> // 



of duplicates as 
shall be glad to get 
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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 

DIVISION OF BOTANY, 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 

April 19 th, 1897. 


Mr. J. Frank1in Collins, 

126 East Avenue, Providence, R. I. 
Dear Sir: 


Allow me to acknowledge with sincere thanks the receipt 
of your card of April 4th and also of the bundle of plants you 
sent with it. These will be mounted and placed on the herbarium 
shelves at once. 

Thanking you again for this contribution, I am. 

Very s incerely yours 

fj v j / 

(J K 



Botanist 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 


No. 49. 


Within the last few years there has been among systematic botanists both 
in Europe and America a marked increase of interest in the Violaceae. 
The numerous collections of material gathered in remote parts of the country, 
experiments in cultivation carried on at widely separated stations, and above 
all the exhaustive and critical field study recently devoted to the genus have 
contributed to a clearer understanding of the characters on which species 
are to be based in this group. 

As a natural result of such activity numerous new species have been pro¬ 
posed, while others, established in the early part of the century by Leconte, 
Schweinitz, Pursh, and Nuttall have been revived from synonymy. It is 
believed that a distribution of authentic material of every North American 
species, through the United States National Museum, will be of the highest 
value to American systematists; this conclusion has been justified by the 
encouraging responses and the accumulation of specimens received in reply 
to requests therefor. Prof. Edward L. Greene, who has given the family most 
exhaustive field and bibliographical study, and is our foremost authority on 
the Violaceae, has kindly consented to aid Mr. Charles Louis Pollard, Assistant 
Curator in the Division of Plants, U. S. National Museum, in the work of 
identification and verification, thus greatly enhancing the importance of the 
distribution. 

The sets of specimens will be offered by the National Museum in return 
for an equivalent amount of selected duplicates, either in the Violaceae or 
other groups, so that the exchange will be mutually beneficial to the Museum 
and its correspondents; they will be issued in decades at irregular intervals 
as rapidly as material can be secured and labels printed. Forty sets will be 
prepared, but the number may be increased later if it is found advisable. 
While an effort will be made to have the sets as far as possible uniform, the 
Museum will reserve the right to substitute specimens of the same species 
from other localities in case the original supply becomes exhausted. For 
example, if Viola pedata L. figures as one of the species in a certain decade, 
the locality from which the specimens are obtained will be considered of 
secondary importance to the identification of the species, the object being 
to furnish authentic material of every species distributed. 

Franks for the transmission of specimens will be furnished on application. 
To facilitate prompt attention, these, as well as envelopes in which letters are 
sent, should be endorsed with the words “ North American Violaceae.” 

Address correspondence to 

FREDERICK W. TRUE, 
Exemtive Curator , U. S. National Museum. 

Washington, D. C., 

Oct. 16, 1899. 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 


S. P. LANGLEY 

8ECRETARY, SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 


WASHINGTON, D. C., Oct. 28, 1899. 


Mr,J,Franklin Collins, 
Providence, R.I. 
Dear Sir:- 


At tlie request of Mr. Charles L. Pollard and by author¬ 
ity of the Assistant Secretary, I am sending you herewith a package 
containing the first decade of North American violets prepared and 
determined by Professor E. L. Greene and Mr.Pollard. These are to 

be considered an exchange from the U.S,National Herbarium. 

Very truly yours, 




Curator of Botany 
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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 


DIVISION OF BOTANY, 
Washington, D. C. 


October 29th, 1898 


Mr. J. Franklin Collins 


125 East Avenue, Providence, R.I 


Dear Sir: 


Your postal card of September 28th, to the Division of Forestry 


has been referred to this office. We shall be very glad indeed to re¬ 
ceive a set of your oaks and will give you what assistance we can in 
identifying doubtful specimens. None of our people, however, have paid 
especial attention to the oaks and we can not give you as much assistance 
in this direction as could some one who had been making a special study 
of them. 


Very sincerely yours 



Botanist 
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91ss J2mily L, Or oswell, 

91 St, James Ave., 

Boston Mass. 

Sear Madam:- 

I hove toon examining your specimen 
of Polytrichum from Bartlett,gif.H.; not as much 
as I ought, hut as much as I may have a ohanoe 
for a week or more, so it is possible that I may 
want to change my rind regarding its identity if 
I got time to make a more thorugh study of it 
Usually lira, Dunham and I agree pretty close- 
ly on our determinations, hut in this case I am 
inclined to think your moss is nearer 1. ^mithioc 
than £, olrioonso , though not typical oH either. 
In moacuremenfs ' of loaf, sporophyte, and gameto- 
phyte, and in the height and numhor of lamellae 
it seems to clo: oly match Srout’s original doacr5 
tion o*g _s. Smith!ae It does not match this 

species, however,* in th® general habit of the 
gainetophyte, and, aseibly, in the end coll of 
the lamellae. 

In this connection it is interesting to note 
that in co-type specimens of r. txalthia e distirib* 
uted by Ilolzingor, the lower parks’ of’ t&o gameto- 
phyte shows a spreading habit to th© leaves, 
soemwhat as in your , peoimon. Of course, the 
slender stems with apprescod leawos—suggesting. 

P. striotum —are entirely lacking in your speci¬ 
mens. 2his character is emphasized by 3-rout in 
his description, but specimens distributed by 
Ho1singer show in some oases the other typo of 
foliage when dry, as well as the strict stem. 

If either you or Mrs, Dunham get an oppor¬ 
tunity to study this material more before I get 
a chance, 1 would be glad to hoar what you decide 
Very truly, 


i 
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May IS, 190G. 


Dear Dr. Cushman: 

llr. H. Preston and I are planning to moire a 
trip to Diamond Hill next Tonday. This is, I bellere, the day 
that you had on idea of makinr a trip tp 1. I. '3c should he 
pleased to have you .join us there, e flurried the trip with 
the idea that you miff’' join us. i’here is a train that leaves 
Poston at 8.07 I believe for franklin. I think this train 
connects with the train for Diamond Hill station. I will 
find out and add a 3. to this letter •lease let me know 
this week if you are likely to join us. 

Hastily, hut cordially, 


V 




























